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HKIEd’s Leadership Role in Education Reaffirmed

Highlights

Following the release of the QS University 
Rankings by Subject 2015 , in which The Hong 
Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) ranked 3rd 
in Asia and 15th in the world in Education, the 
Institute’s leadership role in Education has been 
reaffirmed by the results of the 2015/16 research 
funding applications administered by the Research 
Grants Council (RGC).

The Institute made a remarkable showing, with 47 successful 

projects awarded a total of HK$25.5 million. Under the 

subject discipline of Education, of the 42 projects awarded 

to local universities, with 35 supported by the General 

Research Fund (GRF) and seven by the Early Career Scheme 

(ECS), HKIEd secured HK$10.3 million for its 19 projects (16 

GRF and three ECS projects), for 47% of the total funding 

amount. This placed HKIEd 1st in Education, as it was in the 

last round, in terms of the number of funded projects and 

awarded amount.

The Institute similarly shone in multidisciplinary areas. Under 

the subject discipline of “Psychology and Linguistics”, it was 

awarded HK$7.9 million (HK$4.2 million for six GRF projects, 

and HK$3.7 million for five ECS projects, for 51% of the total 

awarded ECS funding). These results gave HKIEd a rank of 

2nd in GRF and 1st in ECS in terms of funded projects and 

awarded amount. 

Ground-breaking achievements were also made in science-

related subject disciplines. Under “Civil Engineering, Surveying, 

Building & Construction” and “Mechanical, Production & 

Industrial Engineering”, three successful ECS projects were 

awarded a total of HK$1.57 million. 

With its much enhanced research capacity, HKIEd has now 

become very competitive in the RGC’s funding exercise.

The Institute made a remarkable 
showing, with 47 successful projects 
awarded a total of HK$25.5 million. Under the subject discipline of Education, of the 42 

projects awarded to local universities, with 35 supported 
by the General Research Fund (GRF) and seven by the 
Early Career Scheme (ECS), HKIEd secured HK$10.3 
million for its 19 projects (16 GRF and three ECS 
projects), for 47% of the total funding amount. This 
placed HKIEd 1st in Education, as it was in the last 
round, in terms of the number of funded projects and 
awarded amount.
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HKIEd Hosts International Conference on Sustainable 
Development of Asia-Pacific Higher Education

Highlights

Scholars and experts from around the world 
gathered at The Hong Kong Institute of Education 
(HKIEd) on 12 November for the Asian University 
Leaders Program (AULP) and an international 
symposium on massification of higher education.

The event was hosted jointly by the Centre for Greater China 

Studies and Department of Asian and Policy Studies at HKIEd, 

and the Centre for Asian Pacific Studies at Lingnan University.

Delivering his opening speech, Professor Lui Tai-lok, Acting 

Vice President (Research and Development) at HKIEd, 

welcomed the opportunity to co-host the event, which was 

well attended by experts from the United States, Japan, 

Malaysia, Vietnam, mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong.

“Facing the challenges raised by the massification of higher 

education, scholars and policy makers see the need for the 

sustainable development of higher education”, Professor Lui 

said. “The symposium provides a timely platform for scholars 

and experts to share their views on the subject.”

The AULP aimed to provide a platform on which scholars 

could share their insights into the differences in higher 

education throughout the Asia-Pacific region in the process 

of massification. Over 40 participants from universities in 

southern East Asia attended the programme for professional 

training and dialogues with leading scholars and experienced 

university administrators.

Following the AULP, the experts attended the 2015 

International Symposium: “How Sustainable is the Current 

Massification Surge in Asia Pacific?” held at HKIEd, before 

being shifted to Lingnan University.

At the symposium, Professor Joshua Mok Ka-ho, Vice 

President and Chair Professor of Comparative Policy at 

Lingnan University, alongside other scholars from the United 

States and Taiwan, discussed the massification of higher 

education, graduate employment and social mobility.

Dr Wan Changda, Lecturer at the National Higher Education 

Research Institute of the Universiti Sains Malaysia, discussed 

his recent research on institutional differentiation in the era of 

massification.  Dr Chris Ho Ching-wai, teaching fellow at the 

Department of Asian and Policy Studies at HKIEd, presented 

his recent study of the cultural dynamics in the development 

of higher teacher education institutions in China. 

The symposium provides a lively platform for scholars to share their valuable insights into the differences in higher education throughout the Asia-Pacific region in the process of 
massification.

Scholars and experts 
from the United 
States, Japan, 
Malaysia, Vietnam, 
mainland China, 
Taiwan and Hong 
Kong gather at 
HKIEd for the AULP 
and an international 
symposium.
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HKIEd Forum Examines Policy for and Practice of 
Providing Education to Refugee Children

Highlights

The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) hosted a forum entitled 
Educating Hong Kong’s Refugee Children: Policy and Practice on 6 November 
to discuss issues related to the education of refugee children.

Organised by the Centre for 

Governance and Citizenship 

and supported by the Faculty 

of Education and Human 

Development (FEHD), the 

symposium was well attended 

by various stakeholder 

groups, including teachers, 

representatives from non-

governmental organisations, 

and refugee parents.

Ms Olivia Lo Tin-oi, Assistant Education Officer from the 

Education Bureau’s Newly Arrived Children Support Unit, 

introduced the current services provided for refugee children. 

Ms Adella Namagembe from the Refugee Union discussed 

the perspectives of refugee parents and their experiences in 

seeking educational opportunities for their children.

Dr Terence Shum Chun-tat from the Technological and Higher 

Education Institute of Hong Kong, who has been studying 

the situation of refugees and asylum seekers in Hong Kong, 

presented his observations of the current policy direction. Dr 

Isabella Ng Fung-sheung from the Department of Asian and 

Policy Studies, who volunteers at the Hong Kong Society for 

Asylum-Seekers and Refugees, discussed the difficulties faced 

by refugee children and their parents in Hong Kong.

Professor Bob Adamson, Chair Professor of Curriculum 

Reform, concluded the forum by highlighting that “Hong 

Kong, being an international city, needs to reach out to 

its refugees and asylum seekers to demonstrate its social 

responsibility and compassion”.

Dr York Chow Yat-ngok, 
Chairperson of the Equal 

Opportunities Commission

Professor John Lee Chi-kin, Vice 
President (Academic) of HKIEd

Officiated by Dr York Chow Yat-ngok, Chairperson of the 

Equal Opportunities Commission, the symposium recognised 

that although Hong Kong receives limited numbers of 

refugees, refugee children in particular pose challenges 

for society and the government. International agreements 

commit the government to providing access to schooling for 

these children, but school fees and other purchases make that 

access difficult for some families.

Professor John Lee Chi-kin, Vice President (Academic) of 

HKIEd, stressed the importance of giving refugee children 

access to education. .“Asylum seekers, both here in Hong 

Kong and elsewhere, struggle to be self-sufficient, and it is 

education that can equip them develop the necessary skills 

and knowledge,” Professor Lee said.

HKIEd hosts a forum entitled 
Educating Hong Kong’s Refugee 
Children: Policy and Practice 
with various stakeholder groups, 
including teachers, representatives 
from non-governmental 
organisations, refugee parents and 
members of the public.

The symposium recognises 
that although Hong Kong 
receives limited numbers 
of refugees, refugee 
children in particular pose 
challenges for society and 
the government.
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Roundtable and Forum on the Changing Global 
Higher Education Landscape and Implications for 
Regional Education Hubs

Highlights

The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) hosted a roundtable and public 
forum on “Enhancing Trade in Education Services: Education Hubs, Student 
Mobility and Policy Challenges” on 16 September.  The event brought together 
over 70 participants including well-known scholars, policy makers, education 
practitioners and postgraduate students to exchange views on trends in global higher 
education and its implications for regional education hubs.

Held on the City University of Hong Kong campus, the 

roundtable was organised by the Hong Kong APEC Study 

Centre (APECSC) at HKIEd in collaboration with the Centre 

for Governance and Citizenship at HKIEd, the Department 

of Sociology and Social Policy at Lingnan University, and,the 

Department of Asian and International Studies at the City 

University of Hong Kong.

Professor Darryl Jarvis, Director of APECSC, welcomed the 

opportunity to host the forum, stating that “the rapidly 

changing contours of the global higher education landscape 

offer implications for Hong Kong’s regional education hub 

strategy”. 

Professor Joshua Mok Ka-ho, Vice President of Lingnan 

University, analysed “Hong Kong as Regional Education Hub: 

An Interim Assessment of Achievements and Challenges”. 

Ms Dorte Kristoffersen, Deputy Executive Director (Academic) 

of the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic 

and Vocational Qualifications, shared her views on “Building 

and Assuring Quality in Higher Education: Hong Kong’s 

Experience”. 

Ms Katherine Vickers, Minister-Counsellor (Education and 

Research) of the Australian Embassy in Beijing, discussed the 

topic, “Australia as an International Education Hub: Policy 

Design, Challenges and Future Prospects”. Dr Maria Bautista, 

Commissioner, Office of the President, Commission on 

Higher Education, Republic of the Philippines, discussed “The 

ASEAN Qualifications Framework: Enhancing Mobility and 

Mutual Degree/Professional Recognition”.  Professor Leonard 

K Cheng, President of Lingnan University, gave closing 

remarks on “Beyond Trade in Education Services: Enhancing 

Cooperation – Education Hubs as agents for Social Change 

and Human Betterment”.

The event also provided an opportunity to enrich students’ 

learning experiences. Postgraduate students from HKIEd, 

Lingnan University and the City University of Hong Kong 

attended the roundtable to extend their study outside campus.

HKIEd hosts a roundtable and public forum on Enhancing Trade in Education Services: 
Education Hubs, Student Mobility and Policy Challenges, drawing together over 70 
participants including well-known scholars, policy makers, education practitioners and 
postgraduate students to exchange views on trends in the international trade in higher 
education and its implications for key stakeholders.

Professor Darryl Jarvis, Director of 
APECSC at HKIEd, states that the 
rapidly changing contours of the global 
higher education landscape offer 
implications for Hong Kong’s regional 
education hub strategy.
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The Inclusion of Green Competencies in the 
Recognition of Prior Learning

Highlights

Scholars and experts from around the world gathered at 
The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) on 26 
August to attend a symposium on The Inclusion of Green Competencies in the Recognition of Prior 
Learning: A Comparative Study of Seven Countries in the Asia and Pacific Region.

Scholars and experts from around the world gather at 
HKIEd to attend the symposium, The Inclusion of Green 
Competencies in the Recognition of Prior Learning: A 
Comparative Study of Seven Countries in the Asia and 
Pacific Region.

Hosted by the UNEVOC Centre (Hong Kong) at HKIEd in 

conjunction with the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning 

(UIL), the symposium provided a platform for developing 

guidelines that can inform government policies on green skills 

recognition through mechanisms such as Recognition of Prior 

Learning (RPL).

Green skills are one of the research topics of the UNEVOC 

Centre, which has become a UNESCO hub on green skills 

research in the region.  Delivering her welcome speech, Dr 

Margarita Pavlova, Associate Professor at the Department of 

International Education and Lifelong Learning and Director of 

the UNEVOC Centre (Hong Kong) at HKIEd, welcomed the 

opportunity to host the symposium, stating that “collaboration 

between countries is essential for the green restructuring of 

economies, and for ensuring that Asia and the Pacific region 

are transforming towards a sustainable future.”

Keynote speakers Ms Jackie Hau from the HK Qualifications 

Framework Secretariat and Mr Robert Fernside from Hong 

Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic and Vocational 

Qualifications discussed the Recognition of Prior Learning 

under the Hong Kong Qualifications Framework and 

approaches for accreditation of assessment agencies to ensure 

the quality of RPL procedures. Dr Ram Hari Lamichhane and 

Mr Elmer K. Talavera, government representatives from Nepal 

and the Philippines respectively, discussed the value of “green 

skills” for the economic growth of their countries and policy 

development. Other delegates shared the results of their 

studies on green skills recognition in catering, automotive, 

waste management and PVC production. 

The symposium is seen as an important contribution to the 

new global Post 2015 Agenda “Transforming our World: 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” of the 

United Nations that was approved in September. The Agenda 

envisages a world in which every country enjoys sustainable 

economic growth, in which consumption patterns and the 

use of all natural resources are sustainable, and in which social 

development is achieved alongside environmental protection 

and the climate-sensitive application of technology. 

Dr Margarita Pavlova, Director of the 
UNEVOC Centre (Hong Kong) at HKIEd, 
states that collaboration between countries is 
essential for the green restructuring of economies, 
and for ensuring that Asia and the Pacific region 
are transforming towards a sustainable future.

Ms Jackie Hau from the HK Qualifications 
Framework Secretariat discusses the Recognition 

of Prior Learning under the Hong Kong 
Qualifications Framework (QF) and its 

applications in industry.
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Experts Gather at HKIEd to Discuss Social Policy 
and Social Protection in Asia

Highlights

Over 70 participants from around the world gathered 
at The Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) 
on 27 July for the Social Policy and Social Protection 
in Asia 2015 Workshop. 

Co-organised by the Department of Asian and Policy Studies 

(APS) and the Centre for Greater China Studies (CGCS) at 

HKIEd, the workshop was well attended by internationally 

renowned scholars, professors, social work professionals, 

postgraduate students and those who serve in the field of 

social work and social policy.

In his welcome remarks, Professor Lui Tai-lok, Acting Vice 

President (Research and Development) and Director of the 

Centre for Greater China Studies (CGCS) at HKIEd, said that 

the growing economic prosperity of and widening income 

disparity in Asia have led to increased interest in social 

protection systems and specific interventions. 

“We aim to provide a platform through which we can 

critically examine the new challenges to social protection and 

investigate the appropriateness and effectiveness of different 

social protection arrangements across the vast sweep of 

Asia”, he said.

Professor Peter Saunders, Research Chair in Social Policy at 

the Social Policy Research Centre of the University of New 

South Wales in Australia, discussed social security trends 

using an expenditure decomposition approach. Dr Wong 

Hung, Associate Professor at the Department of Social Work 

at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, questioned whether 

the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme could 

eradicate absolute poverty in Hong Kong.  

Dr Jill Hanley and Dr Ya Wen of the School of Social Work at 

McGill University in Canada presented a comparative study of 

irregular migrant workers in Shanghai and Montreal, drawing 

lessons for developing an inclusive social welfare system. Dr 

Alex He Jingwei, Associate Head of APS at HKIEd, explored 

the introduction of voluntary private health insurance in a 

mixed medical economy to ascertain whether Hong Kong will 

succeed in that endeavour. 

Two panels dedicated to doctoral students allowed them to 

present their dissertations and findings. Four keynote speakers 

served as discussants for the panels to help the students 

improve their research. 

Over seventy participants from around the world gather at HKIEd today for academic 
discussion and exchange on social policy development in Asia.

Professor Lui Tai-lok, Acting Vice President 
(Research and Development) and Director 
of the Centre for Greater China Studies 
(CGCS) at HKIEd, says that the growing 
economic prosperity of and widening income 
disparity in Asia lead to increased interest 
in social protection systems and specific 
interventions.

Professor Nelson Chow, Emeritus 
Professor at the Department of Social 
Work and Social Administration at the 
University of Hong Kong

Professor Peter Saunders, Research 
Chair in Social Policy at the Social 
Policy Research Centre of the University 
of New South Wales in Australia

Professor Chou Kee-lee, Head and 
Professor of the Department of Asian 
and Policy Studies (APS) at HKIEd
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Language Lover to Assessment Expert

Professor David Coniam
Chair Professor of Curriculum and Assessment,
Head of the Department of Curriculum and Instruction

said Professor David Coniam

Everybody says English standards in 
Hong Kong are falling. It’s easy to say, 
but nobody’s got any real evidence,

Our People

Growing up in a working class family in southwest 
England, Professor David Coniam became interested 
in languages since he was 12.  “I just enjoyed doing 
languages,” he says. 

Chair Professor and Head of Department of Curriculum and 

Instruction, Professor Coniam is now a renowned academic in 

language assessment.  

It all started in 1974.  That year, after graduating with a BA 

in Spanish and Portuguese, he travelled to Spain to teach 

English.  Realising his interest in teaching, he then studied 

the Post Graduate Diploma of Education in Teaching English 

as a Foreign Language (TEFL) in England.  In 1979, Professor 

Coniam moved to Hong Kong and started off teaching 

English at the British Council, while studying a distance 

learning master degree in Applied English Linguistics through 

the University of Birmingham.  

Developing Examination Papers

A turning point that led him to the field of language assessment 

occurred in 1986.  He joined the Hong Kong Examinations 

and Assessment Authority as a subject officer for English, and 

was responsible for developing English language public exam 

papers.  Each year, he led a 

committee of five to design 

the exam papers -- not an 

easy job.  

He had to produce exam papers with zero error under tight 

security, and faced the pressure of setting exams that broadly 

fitted the student population.  He would have at least one 

English teacher from a mid-range school and an academic on 

the committee to set the exam questions.  “We were mindful 

to be as fair as we could.”  

In 1990, he joined the Chinese University of Hong Kong 

(CUHK) as an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Education, 

and began to research topics he was naturally interested in. 

Professor Coniam has profound research interests in language 

assessment, online tests and marking, and computer assisted 

language learning.  

Launching LPATE

In 2001, he achieved a milestone 

through co-establishing the 

Language Proficiency Assessment 

for Teachers of English (LPATE), 

which has become the minimum 

standard for English teachers.   In 2007, he became Head of 

Department at CUHK.  In 2012, he moved to the HKIEd.  

Recently he has launched a project to investigate the impact 

of the LPATE. “Everybody says English standards in Hong 

Kong are falling.  It’s easy to say, but nobody’s got any real 

evidence,” he says.  Over the years, Professor Coniam’s hard 

work has led to 164 publications. “I like doing research 

that has an impact, doing something worthwhile you are 

remembered for.”
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What makes one pre-school child more competent 
at numbers and arithmetic than another? And, why 
will that child more likely succeed academically 
and earn better later in life than a child who 
shows early difficulty with numbers?  Dr Zhang 
Xiao, Assistant Professor of the Department of 
Early Childhood Education, is keen to investigate 
the causes and how to help plug those gaps in early 
learning.  

“Recent analyses of population-based longitudinal data 

sets have demonstrated that early number and arithmetic 

competence has a greater predictive power of school 

achievement and adulthood earnings than early reading 

competence,” he said.

Stepping Stones

Dr Zhang is conducting  a three-year research study titled 

Linking Quantitative, Spatial, and Linguistic Skills to Number 

and Arithmetic Competence: Toward a Mediation Model 

for Predicting Early Mathematics. The study will follow 300 

Chinese children in Hong Kong throughout their pre-school 

years from K1 to K3 and examine their numerical and 

arithmetic development.

Each child will be tested seven times over three years.  Each of 

the tests will last between 15 and 25 minutes and assess the 

children’s quantitative, spatial and linguistic skills as well as 

their number and arithmetic competence.  For example, the 

said Dr Zhang Xiao

We speculate that early exposure to construction toys and 
printed symbols may allow children to practise their spatial and 
symbolic skills and, in turn, may contribute to the reliance on 

these skills when solving arithmetic problems,

Trending Research

Adding up the Numbers on 
Early Mathematics

Dr Zhang Xiao
Assistant Professor of the Department of 
Early Childhood Education

tests will also look at the 

children’s writing skills in 

terms of arithmetic, not 

just their oral capabilities.  

The Chinese Context

Much of the previous 

research in the area of 

arithmetic skills and young children has been carried out in 

the West. But as Dr Zhang points out, “the language, writing, 

and number word systems in Chinese societies are remarkably 

different from those in Western societies”.  

The goals of the research are to look at how the quantitative, 

spatial and linguistic skills of these young Chinese children 

contribute to their competence in arithmetic. 

“Our findings will provide researchers and practitioners 

with information on key elements that effective prevention 

and intervention programmes should target to promote the 

numerical and arithmetic competence of young children who 

have not yet entered primary school,” he said.

Dr Zhang hopes that the findings will yield valuable 

information for planning early childhood education by 

suggesting the specific cognitive and numerical skills children 

need to be competent at arithmetic.  “We speculate that 

early exposure to construction toys and printed symbols may 

allow children to practise their spatial and symbolic skills and, 

in turn, may contribute to the reliance on these skills when 

solving arithmetic problems.” 

Dr Zhang is conducting a three-year 
research study titled Linking Quantitative, 
Spatial, and Linguistic Skills to Number 
and Arithmetic Competence: Toward a 
Mediation Model for Predicting Early 
Mathematics.
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Understanding Imitation in Han China

Trending Research

said Dr Eileen Lam

Imitation was prevalent and constant in the 
material world, once distinctions of value began 

to occur among various materials,

Dr Eileen Lam
Assistant Professor of the Department of 
 Cultural and Creative Arts

Copy watches? Knock-off Gucci handbags? Less expensive 

imitations of brand-name items can be regularly seen in Hong 

Kong and across the border, but imitation using cheaper 

materials is nothing new.  

Dr Eileen Lam Hau-ling dates imitation back to the Han Dynasty 

(206 BC– 220 AD). In recent years archaeologists found 

Han lavish art objects made of expensive jade and bronze, 

but there were also copies using less expensive wood and 

ceramic materials.  “Imitation was prevalent and constant in 

the material world, once distinctions of value began to occur 

among various materials,” said Dr Lam, Assistant Professor in 

the Department of Cultural and Creative Arts.

Studying Artifacts and Literary Records

In her project: “Beyond Imitation: Ritual Objects, Pictorial 

Representations and Religious Beliefs of Han China”, Dr Lam, 

as principal researcher, wishes to have an in-depth study on 

a wide range of materials that reveal imitation was used in a 

different way in the Han era, in that expensive jade was also 

used in imitations, as well as locally manufactured glass.

The three-year project will be split into three phases. Dr 

Lam will collect primary data such as archaeological reports, 

catalogues, and ancient literature materials.  Next, she will look 

at artifacts and archives both in China and overseas, including 

excavated artifacts and manuscripts, mural paintings, stone 

engravings, and museum collections.  After this, she will 

provide a comprehensive analysis of the collected material 

and literature sources.

Issues of Origin

Dr Lam will also write papers on jade imitation and glass ritual 

objects during the project. “Most studies of early Chinese 

glass have explored the issues of origin and treated this 

medium primarily as a reflection of China’s contacts with 

outside civilizations,” said Dr Lam. “This study, by contrast, 

will focus on the different subject of glass burial objects, 

which undoubtedly were locally manufactured.” 

A third area of the project will be imagery that appeared with 

ritual objects in burials during the Han period. The long-term 

goals of the study include building an electronic archive of 

the primary material for studying Han material culture and 

a clearer understanding of how imitation 

was used in Han China, and particularly 

in Han tombs and the religious beliefs of 

that time. “More broadly, this research will 

demonstrate the importance of studying 

material culture as a way to enhance our 

understanding of the religious ideologies as 

well as Han society,” Dr Lam said.

The three-year project will be split 
into three phases. Dr Lam will 

collect primary data, before looking 
at artifacts and archives both in 
China and overseas after which 

she will provide a comprehensive 
analysis of the collected material 

and literature sources.
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Trending Research

Dr Au Chung-to
Assistant Professor of the Department of 
Literature and Cultural Studies

said Dr Au Chung-to

A systematic study of the literary works of 
Leung will help us to understand not only the distinctive 
features of his works, but also the precise uniqueness of 

Hong Kong modernism, 

Was Leung Ping-kwan a Hong Kong Modernist?

Following his death at the age of 63 in 2013, late poet-

novelist, professor and critic Leung Ping-kwan left a lifetime of 

literary work and remains a major influence on Hong Kong’s 

literary scene. Dr Au Chung-to, Assistant Professor in the 

Department of Literature and Cultural Studies, conducted an 

interview with Leung in 2009 during which she asked him 

whether he was a modernist. “Yes,” said Leung. But what 

exactly is the relationship between Leung Ping-kwan’s work 

and Hong Kong modernism?

This is exactly what Dr Au aims to find out through her 

research project titled “Leung Ping-kwan’s Literary Work and 

Hong Kong Modernism.” Begun in early 2015, this two-year 

study will stress Leung’s literary work’s link with Hong Kong 

modernism. “A systematic study of the literary work of Leung 

will help us to understand not only the distinctive features 

of his work, but also the precise uniqueness of Hong Kong 

modernism,” Dr Au said. 

Filling the Gap in Knowledge

Dr Au, as principal investigator, will conceptualise the major 

characteristics of Hong Kong modernism by examining 

Leung’s work, focusing on three distinctive features of Hong 

Kong modernism: the ordinary, post-colonialism and Chinese 

literary tradition. “This project,” said Dr Au, “will use the main 

corpus of Leung’s work as examples to demonstrate how 

he brings these apparently disparate but actually connected 

topics under the umbrella of Hong Kong modernism and 

helps to enrich the meaning of the literary movement.” 

The methodology used by Dr Au is to study Leung’s literary 

work through textual analysis. She will also conduct historical 

research on Western modernism and make brief comparisons 

between Hong Kong modernism and its western counterpart.

A Platform for More Research on Hong Kong 

Modernism

While Western modernism will serve as a backdrop to her 

study of Hong Kong modernism in Leung’s work, Dr Au 

believes that the Hong Kong model is decidedly different as it 

addresses the issue of post-colonialism in Hong Kong. 

Her research output will be published in book form in 2016/17 

and Dr Au feels that in the long run this detailed study of the 

relationship between Leung and Hong Kong modernism will 

“undoubtedly help re-orient Leung’s position in Hong Kong 

literature and perhaps subsequently reposition Hong Kong 

literature in the studies of modernism and post-colonialism.” 

Dr Au feels that in the long run this detailed study of the relationship between Leung and 
Hong Kong modernism will “undoubtedly help to re-orientate Leung’s position in Hong 
Kong literature and perhaps subsequently reposition Hong Kong literature in the studies of 
modernism and postcolonialisms.”
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Knowledge Transfer Forum

Ensuring a Child is Emotionally Competent

A child who can express emotions properly will be happier and have more friends 
than one, who can’t.  If parents and teachers are able to discuss emotions with that 
child, then he or she usually can regulate emotions, concentrate and do better at 
school, and generally be more competent at attaining goals both in childhood and 
later on. 

Dr Lam was interviewed by RTHK Radio 5 
on different parenting issues.

Our Young Hongkongers

More than 300 families at 10 pre-schools at various locations 

on Hong Kong island, Kowloon and the New Territories are 

covered in the Dr Lam’s research. Among them are families 

from a wide range of socioeconomic backgrounds. Parents 

were asked to rate their own parenting skills and teachers 

were asked to rate children’s emotional competence.

“We also measured children’s emotional competence 

using behavioural tasks on emotion expressivity, emotion 

understanding, and emotion regulation,” says Dr Lam.

Spreading the Word

It will take Dr Lam and his team another year to compile 

and process the second lot of data in order to formulate the 

longitudinal findings. But his knowledge transfer activities 

are continuing throughout the project.  Dr Lam has been 

keen to spread the results of his ongoing study to the wider 

community.  

Dr Ian Lam Chun-bun, Assistant Professor at the Department 

of Early Childhood Education at the Hong Kong Institute of 

Education (HKIEd), says:  “Based on existing studies with 

Western samples, we believe that parents who know how to 

express emotions appropriately themselves, allow children to 

express negative emotions, such as sadness and fear, and talk 

to children about emotions are better able to promote their 

children’s emotional competence.”

Looking at the Chinese Model

Longitudinal studies have been conducted in the Western 

context, says Dr Lam, to see how parents help with their 

children’s emotional competence and build them up into 

youngsters who can express their emotions in a healthy way, 

but his study, launched with a team earlier this year, is one of 

the first to look at the Chinese context.

“Although about 20 per cent of the world’s population live in 

China, very little longitudinal work has been done in a Chinese 

context on parental emotion socialisation of preschool 

children”, says Dr Lam.
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Since the project was launched, Dr Lam has conducted 10 workshops and seminars 

for parents and teachers in eight local pre-schools. He also talked about his and 

other researchers’ work on many radio shows, as well as in a Facebook fanpage 

(www.facebook.com/iedfsac). He suggests that parents can increase their children’s emotional 

understanding by getting them to label their feelings. Another activity that he suggests for 

teachers in the classroom is helping children to create a pinwheel using coloured paper and 

plastic straws that they can use to “blow away” their anger.

Dr Lam offers tips for parenting and emotion regulation on Facebook by using interesting comics and easy-to-read briefs.

Dr Ian Lam Chun-bun
Assistant Professor of the Department of Early Childhood Education
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A Pioneer of Clean Air

According to Dr Keith Ho Wing-kei, Associate Professor in the Department of 
Science and Environmental Studies at the Hong Kong Institute of Education 
(HKIEd), we spend 80 per cent of our time indoors, which is why it is so 
vital that the quality of that air remains high.  A recent research project 
conducted by Dr Ho, as principal investigator, and his team, has resulted 
in the development of photocatalytic nanomaterials that not only could lead 
cleaner air indoors but a variety of other applications that will provide a 
healthier environment.

Tackling Air Pollution

“Indoor air quality has a direct impact on human health in 

terms of lengthened exposure to pollutants by inhalation,” 

says Dr Ho. “Thus, air cleaning is a feasible and convenient 

method to improve indoor air quality.”

Dr Ho and his team have been instrumental in developing 

different types of photocatalytic nanomaterials by coupling 

photocatalysis with nanotechnology. This leads to a significant 

reduction in air pollutants and cleaner air to breathe.  The 

technology is low cost and can be adopted by the commercial 

sector for a variety of different applications.

Community Education

Dr Ho has been active in providing knowledge transfer to the 

community. His research has been published in a variety of 

leading international journals and has had a significant impact 

on the work of other researchers in similar fields.

Dr Keith Ho has received the Research Grant Council (RGC) Early Career Awards in 
recognition of his exceptional quality in research.

Schematic diagram 
of the degradation of 
environmental pollutant 
on a photocatalytic coating
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Dr Ho’s work has also appeared in the Hong Kong Daily 

News and his achievements were recently recognised in the 

Research Grant Council Early Career Awards. He was one of 

29 recipients in the annual awards and the judges cited the 

exceptional quality of his research.

Wider Application

As these photocatalytic nanomaterials are inexpensive to 

produce, they can be adopted by the commercial sector 

and used for not only keeping indoor air clean, but also for 

disinfecting surfaces both at home and in public areas such 

as hospitals and schools. The technology can also be used for 

self-cleaning walls and windows.  

“The low–temperature, low-cost fabrication method of 

this photocatalytic nanomaterials and its solar-light-driven 

Applications of photocatalytic materials 
for indoor air purification and 
antibacteria in office, bathroom and 
hospital

Dr. Ho also promotes science and environmental education in education magazine

Dr Keith Ho (second left) and with research team in HKIEd

property allow these coatings to be deposited on many 

substrates and products,” says Dr Ho.

The good news is that his research will soon be used by the 

commercial sector. 

“The newly developed photocatalytic technologies could 

be transferred to the industrial partners for production 

commercialization and will have a global impact in air 

purification in the near future,” he says.

But there are also other uses for this new technology.  In 

addition to its “cleaning” functions, says Dr Ho, these 

photocatalytic nanomaterials could be used in the storage of 

hydrogen and carbon dioxide reduction, solar batteries and in 

energy conversion.  

Dr Keith Ho Wing-kei
Associate Professor of the Department of Science and Environmental Studies
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Learning about Cantonese through 
Hong Kong Movies

Hong Kong is best described as a melting pot of culture and language despite 
nearly 90 per cent of its inhabitants speak predominantly Cantonese, according 
to a government census in 2011.  This dialect is used in daily life, and along 
with English is one of Hong Kong’s official languages. Given its social status, 
it is thus important to understand the development of Cantonese. 

Dialogue Data

The project’s Principal Investigator Dr Andy Chin, Associate 

Professor of the Department of Linguistics and Modern 

Language Studies at HKIEd, transcribed the dialogues from 

some Hong Kong movies produced in the 1950s to reconstruct 

the Cantonese dialect spoken in Hong Kong half a century 

ago and its subsequent development.  

Dr Chin and his team have transcribed the dialogues from 60 

movies, involving 300 speakers, in the project called Linguistic 

Analysis of Mid-20th Century Hong Kong Cantonese by 

Constructing an Annotated Spoken Corpus. For knowledge 

transfer, some of the data has been put online for members 

of the community to access.  

“Up to now, the database has over 1,000 registered users 

from different parts of the world,” says Dr Chin.  “Most of 

the users are researchers and scholars in linguistics including 

research students who made use of the data in their research. 

There are also users from other disciplines such as media, 

education, and engineering.”

Media Attention

Between January and November 2014, Dr Chin was a regular 

contributor on the RTHK programme《晨光第一線》
(Morning Suite on Radio 2).  It was an opportunity for him to 

showcase his research on Cantonese and socio-related issues 

observed from the database. 

The online Cantonese movie dialogue database
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“The mid-20th century was a critical period in Hong Kong’s 

history during which a large number of immigrants with 

diverse cultural and language backgrounds settled in Hong 

Kong,” says Dr Chin.  “Nonetheless, Cantonese remains an 

important linguistic variety in Hong Kong today, which is still 

spoken as the first language by the majority of Hong Kong’s 

population. It thus deserves our attention.”

Dr Chin also appeared on Cable TV’s Culture Plus 《拉近文
化》programme, describing the historical development of the 

Cantonese language as shown by his findings. 

Recording Hong Kong’s Cultural Heritage

Dr Chin sees his project as a contribution to maintaining  Hong 

Kong’s heritage.  “In 2014, the Hong Kong SAR Government 

released the First Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage,” 

he says.  “This project can be seen as a timely response to this 

Inventory.”

In Hong Kong, there is increasing awareness and attention 

to our mother tongue. The dialogues of movies from 

half a century ago not only advance our understanding of 

the development of Cantonese, but also shed light on the 

relationship between Hong Kong’s society, culture and 

language.

URL of the online database: http://corpus.ied.

edu.hk/hkcc/

Platform for movie dialogue transcription

Project display during RGC visit at 2014

 Dr Andy Chin Chi-on
Associate Professor of the Department of Linguistics and Modern Language Studies
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Our Graduates

Yao Jingjing

“My supervisor taught me a lot both in research and life,” says Yao. “She 
taught me to be ‘independent’ in my study journey, and also showed me 
how to be independent in her words and deeds. She has my respect and 
admiration forever.”

Yao Jingjing, from Zhejiang, China: “My supervisor 
taught me a lot both in research and life”

When Yao Jingjing came to HKIEd to pursue her doctorate in Psychology in 2011, she had 

no contacts and was not good at Cantonese.  It made it difficult for her to conduct research. 

Graduated recently from the Institute, Yao is most grateful to her supervisor Professor 

Magdalena Mok Mo-ching, Director of Assessment Research Centre, for helping her overcome 

the challenges.

Once she had to conduct interviews in Macau, but she did 

not know anyone in any Macau university.   Professor Mok 

quickly helped her arrange interviews, and knowing that Yao 

was not good at Cantonese, she even accompanied her to the 

interviews.  “I cannot forget these two days in December 2013. 

My supervisor tried her best to greatly facilitate my interviews 

despite the wind and rain outside,” she says.

Titled “Core Competencies for the Twenty-First Century 

University Education: An Investigation into Students’ 

Perceptions in Two Chinese Societies”, her study aims to explore university students’ perceptions 

on core competencies for the 21st century.  

“Being one of the few investigations focused on students’ perspective, this study provides 

important reference for university authorities in setting strategic directions for education 

reforms,” Yao says.

Yao is also grateful to the facilities and student development services 

in the Institute for helping her study. “ I am very happy with my study 

and life in HKIEd, and would like to express my sincere gratitude to my 

teachers, colleagues, classmates, and everyone here,” says Yao.

She will return to her original teaching position in Department of 

Psychology of Zhejiang Normal University to contribute what she learned 

from HKIEd to her institution.
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It is difficult to be a single mother.  It is even 

more difficult for a single mother to study a 

doctorate while handling an emotional child and 

fighting cancer. But Carrie Ho Ka-lee overcame 

it all.  Thanks to the caring education at HKIEd, 

the 43-year-old mother has beat adversity and 

recently earned her doctorate in education.   

Ho is grateful for the support from the Institute 

to help her through the difficult times.  “The 

Institute accepted my single-parent status by 

allowing my younger daughter to attend courses 

with me, and encouraged my spirit in completing the degree during my fight with cancer,” says 

Ho, who started her EdD in the Department of Early Childhood Education in 2011. 

During her 4-year study, many scholars in the Institute showed interest in her research 

and offered her advices, including opportunities for attending overseas conferences and 

consultations for journal publications. “Without such a student-centred education, I would not 

be able to complete this doctorate and get graduated.”

Carrie Ho Ka-lee, from Hong Kong:  
“The Institute accepted my single-parent status”

It was a bus ride with her daughter Isa, aged 3, that influenced her to 

pursue an EdD in aesthetic education. 

The conversation inspired her interest in understanding the process 

of young children’s aesthetic encounters.  Findings of her study, 

“In Search of an Aesthetic Pathway: Young Children’s Encounters 

with Drama Improvisation”, showed that young children’s aesthetic 

encounter process is revealed through their exercises of decisiveness, 

introspectiveness and empathy. 

Graduated in November, Ho aspires to become a researcher.  “Being 

a female at the age of 43, I am not sure whether it is an advantage or 

disadvantage to start an academic career. Yet, I am eager to develop 

community-related and arts-based educational research.”

HO, Ka-lee Carrie

“Looking at the brownish, reddish, yellowish trees and leaves, Isa was astonished 
by the various shades of green colour. She thought God was superior as He 
could create so many different shades of green,” Ho recalls. 

HKIEd provides various 
internationalisation opportunities 
such as overseas conferences that Ho 
could engage pro-actively in academic 
exchanges.

Ho gets rewarded for her hard work and receives the Best Paper Award for 
Post-graduate Student at the Quality Childhood Conference International 
(QCCI) 2015.

Carrie Ho is the first doctoral graduate of the Department 
of Early Childhood Education .
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Events Then & Now
15 Jan 2016 「肯定」夥伴計劃啓動典禮 暨 首場生涯及職業教育講座

3 Jan 2016 New Choral Settings of Tang Poems Gala Concert 

18 Dec 2015 Talk by Prof Ruth Hayhoe: “Three Historic Encounters between Christianity, Buddhism and 
Confucianism”

10 Dec 2015             Design and Evaluation of First Aid and CPR Programs in Schools – a knowledge-sharing 
seminar by Professor Jeff Wilks

12 - 14 Nov 2015 2015 Asian University Leaders Program and International Symposium on “How Sustainable is 
the Current Massification Surge in Asia Pacific”

6 Nov 2015 FEHD Policy Forum Series: Forum on “Educating Hong Kong’s Refugee Children: Policy and 
Practice” 

30 Oct 2015 第七屆「方潤華講座」- 從語言接觸看漢藏語言的譜系關係

27 Oct 2015 第七屆「方潤華講座」- 二十世紀文學書寫中的秋瑾

16 Oct 2015 Public Lecture: Taiwan Democracy and Its Implications for Hong Kong by Professor Byron S. J 
Weng, Professor of Public Administration and Policy, the National Chi Nan University, Taiwan

15 Oct 2015 第七屆「方潤華講座」- 理學與文學之關係

12 Oct 2015 流行文化及社會講座：東西更衣記 — 時裝與文學的文本互涉

2 Oct - 18 Dec 2015 繆思午間音樂會系列 

26 Sep 2015 「特殊學校體驗計劃」校長分享會

25 Sep 2015 Documentary Screening on Campus: “Almost A Revolution” by Film Directors - Kwok Tat 
Chun & Kong King Chu

24 Sep 2015 流行文化及社會講座：日本動漫文化

19 Sep 2015 Monthly Day of Mindfulness for Educators (September 2015)

18 Sep 2015 流行文化及社會講座：香港英雄片

16 Sep 2015 Roundtable and Public Forum Enhancing Trade in Education Services: Education Hubs, Student 
Mobility, and Policy Challenges

31 Aug 2015 Public Lecture on Computerised Adaptive Dynamic Assessment by Professor Bor - Chen KUO, 
Professor of Graduate Institute of Educational Information and Measurement, & Dean of 
College of Education, National Taichung University of Education

26 - 27 Aug 2015 International Symposium by UNEVOC Centre (Hong Kong) and UNESCO Institute for Lifelong 
Learning

8 Aug - 15 Sep 2015 營形式色 - 陳崑嶽三十年藝術歷程 

3 - 7 Aug 2015 18th ARAHE Biennial International Congress

28 Jul 2015 SEC Workshop on The dyslexia debate: The science, the politics and the rhetoric by Professor 
Julian ELLIOTT, Professor of Education, Durham University

28 Jul 2015 SEC Public Seminar on “The Dyslexia Debate”

27 Jul 2015 Social Policy and Social Protection in Asia 2015 Workshop

10 - 13 Jul 2015 Asia Pacific Symposium on Music Education Research 2015

9 Jul 2015 Public Lecture: Policing as a Well-protected Craft
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